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body condition score chart
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Ideal
4) The dog has an ideal body condition,
with ribs easily felt but not visible. The
waist is well-defined, and there is a
slight tuck in the abdomen. The dog has
good muscle mass and a balanced,
healthy frame. 

5) The ribs are easily felt but not visible.
The waist is clearly visible when viewed
from above, and the abdomen has a
slight tuck. The dog has a well-defined
body shape with a balanced proportion
of muscle and fat.

under Ideal
1) There is no fat or muscle mass visible, and the bones are
prominent. The ribs, spine, and pelvis are visible and easily felt.
The dog’s skin may be loose and wrinkled. 

2) The dog is very thin, with prominent ribs, spine, and pelvic
bones. There is minimal muscle mass, and fat stores are nearly
nonexistent. The dog has an underdeveloped body. 

3)Ribs are easily felt and may be visible, with little to no fat
covering them. The tops of the lumbar vertebrae are visible, and
the pelvic bones are becoming pronounced. The waist is clearly
defined, and there is a noticeable abdominal tuck.

over Ideal
6) Ribs are palpable with a slight layer of fat covering them. The
waist is visible when viewed from above, though not highly
defined. An abdominal tuck is noticeable. 

7) The ribs palpable with difficulty due to a heavy fat cover. Fat
deposits are visible over the lumbar area and base of the tail. There
is no visible waist, and the abdomen is rounded.

8) Ribs are either not palpable due to an excessive fat layer or can
only be felt with significant pressure. There are substantial fat
deposits over the lumbar area and base of the tail. The waist is
absent, with no abdominal tuck, and noticeable abdominal
distention may be present. 

9) Large fat deposits are present over the thorax, spine, and base
of the tail. The waist and abdominal tuck are absent, with
additional fat deposits on the neck and limbs. There is noticeable
abdominal distention.
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